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“Criticisms of the field [of AI], no matter how sophisticated and scholarly 

they might be, are certain to be met with the assertion that the author 

simply fails to understand a basic point.”

Philip Agre (1997)
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[This is a replacement of an image from Disney’s Mulan 
reading “Let’s get down to business” because no one is as 

excited about litigating for copyright as Disney]



What Even is Content Moderation?

05
A

ll 
th

at
 G

lit
te

rs
 a

in
’t 

G
ol

d



6

A
ll 

th
at

 G
lit

te
rs

 a
in

’t 
G

ol
d

06



Questions for Content Moderation
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1. Who is most affected by Sanitisation Efforts?
A: Marginalised communities

2. What does it mean to be sanitised?
 A: To be made invisible, as if one does not exist

3. Who can determine what is “dirty”
A: Those who impose structure on others

4. What does it mean to be dirty?
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[I]deas about separating, purifying, demarcating and 

punishing transgressions have as their main function to 

impose system on an inherently untidy experience.

Mary Douglas (1978)
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“Respectability politics upholds the idea that the supposed worthiness of 

a marginalized group should be evaluated—that is, by comparing the 

traits and actions of the marginalized group to the values of 

respectability set solely by the dominant group.”

Studio ATAO (n.d.)
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‘No one ever accused the God of monotheism of objectivity, only of 

indifference”

Donna Haraway (1988)
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Image Source: Facebook Policy guidelines (22/04/2023)



“Respectability politics upholds the idea that the supposed worthiness of 

a marginalized group should be evaluated—that is, by comparing the 

traits and actions of the marginalized group to the values of 

respectability set solely by the dominant group.”

Studio ATAO (n.d.)
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Action from Hopelessness
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In-domain & cross-domain performance of MLP model trained on ‘Offence” dataset in terms of F1-score.

Out of Domain

In Domain

In Domain

In Domain
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Federated Learning Method
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Results on combined multi-class dataset using Federated Optimization.
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Xe Fiction: Full Fine-tuningOriginal
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“Imperialism leaves behind germs of rot which we must clinically detect 

and remove from our land but from our minds as well.”

Franz Fanon (1963)
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